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A B S T R A C T 

S c i e n t i f i c and technical periodicals are a powerful mean 

of d i s s e m i n a t i n g c u r r e n t i n f o r m a t i o n o n r e s e a r c h a n d 

d e v e l o p m e n t . As t h e s e p e r i o d i c a l s p u b l i s h e d in Sri 

L a n k a a r e f e w n e a r l y n i n e t y f i v e p e r c e n t of o u r 

requirements come from the developed c o u n t r i e s of the 

western w o r l d . Mode of subscription is direct ordering 

from publishers, through foreign s u b s c r i p t i o n agencies 

a n d in r a r e o c c a s i o n s t h r o u g h m e m b e r s h i p . T h e 

subscription rates of these are high with a tendency of 

i n c r e a s i n g a r o u n d 1 0 % a n n u a l l y . T h i s s t u d y b a s e d on 

s p e c i a l a n d u n i v e r s i t y l i b r a r i e s a n d o n p r i n t e d 

periodicals published in English, attempts to find out 

h o w f a r t h e s e p e r i o d i c a l s a r e r e c e i v e d t o t h e 

satisfaction and aspirations of librarians and how far 

these are being used. The study also attempts to find 

better ways to procure and facilitate optimum use. The 

sample of this study is a stratified sample. Data is 

a n a l y s e d by e x p l o r a t o r y m e t h o d s s h o w i n g f r e q u e n c i e s 
and 

central tendencies, range. Data analysed by univariate 
A 

a n d b i v a r a r i a t e m e t h o d s a r e d i s p l a y e d by t a b l e s , 

barcharts, p i e c h a r t s , graphs e t c . 
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