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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

6 . 1 Summary 

The p o p u l a t i o n o f S r i Lanka i s m a l d i s t r i b u t e d w i t h a g r e a t e r 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n of p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e wet z o n e and e s p e c i a l l y i n Colombo 

R e g i o n . The d r y z o n e i s b a s i c a l l y t h i n l y p o p u l a t e d and NCP h a s t h e 

l o w e s t d e n s i t y of a l l t h e p r o v i n c e s . T h i s s t u d y h a s d e a l t w i t h t h e 

i n t e r n a l m i g r a t i o n p a t t e r n s of S r i Lanka and s p e c i f i c a l l y NCP and 

Colombo R e g i o n , b e c a u s e t h e s e two a r e a s c u r r e n t l y h a v e t h e l e a d i n g 

d e v e l o p m e n t programs o f t h e n a t i o n . Many p o l i c i e s and p r o g r a m s h a v e 

b e e n f o r m u l a l a t e d t o r e l i e v e p o p u l a t i o n p r e s s u r e i n t h e wet z o n e and 

t o r e p o p u l a t e t h e d r y z o n e . O t h e r programs i n i t i a t e d i n Colombo 

R e g i o n , i n t h e wet z o n e , s u c h a s t h e I P Z ' s , h a v e a d v e r s e l y a f f e c t e d 

t h e d e s i r e d r e d i s t r i b u t i o n of t h e p o p u l a t i o n . 

M i g r a n t s h a v e b e e n d e f i n e d i n t h i s s t u d y i n two w a y s : l i f e t i m e 

and r e c e n t m i g r a n t s . T h i s h a s h e l p e d t o e v a l u a t e t h e t i m e f a c t o r 

i n v o l v e d i n t h e m i g r a t i o n p r o c e s s , and t o d e t e r m i n e t h e d i r e c t i o n s of 

m i g r a t i o n f l o w s . C e n s u s d a t a u s e d i n t h e s t u d y h a v e n o t p r o v i d e d any 

i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t h e d e t e r m i n a n t s and c o n s e q u e n c e s of t h e o b s e r v e d 

m i g r a t i o n f l o w s . However t h i s s t u d y h a s a t t e m p t e d t o i n t e r p r e t t h e 

r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n m i g r a t i o n p a t t e r n s and t h e l e a d i n g d e v e l o p m e n t 

p r o g r a m s and t h e r e f o r e t o p r o v i d e some g u i d e l i n e s f o r p o l i c y makers i n 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e i m p a c t of t h e d e v e l o p m e n t p r o g r a m s on p o p u l a t i o n 

r e d i s t r i b u t i o n . 
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6 . 2 Major F i n d i n g s and C o n c l u s i o n 

The p a t t e r n of i n t e r n a l m i g r a t i o n o b s e r v e d i n S r i L a n k a , u s i n g 

two d i f f e r e n t d e f i n i t i o n s from t h e 1981 c e n s u s , i s s i m p l e : t h e r e a r e 

two d o m i n a n t n e t - m i g r a t i o n a r e a s , o n e i n t h e w e t z o n e , Colombo R e g i o n , 

and a n o t h e r i n t h e d r y z o n e , NCP. T h e r e f o r e t h e m a j o r h y p o t h e s i s o f 

t h e s t u d y , t h a t " i n S r i Lanka t h e p a t t e r n o f n e t - m i g r a t i o n i s t o w a r d s 

t h e l e a d i n g d e v e l o p m e n t p r o g r a m s " , was s u b s t a n t i a t e d . L i f e t i m e 

n e t - m i g r a t i o n v o l u m e was h i g h e s t i n Gampaha D i s t r i c t i n Colombo 

R e g i o n , where t h e I n v e s t m e n t P r o m o t i o n Z o n e s ( I P Z ) w e r e l o c a t e d , 

f o l l o w e d by Anuradhapura and P o l o n n a r u w a D i s t r i c t s (NCP) and Colombo 

D i s t r i c t . R e c e n t n e t - m i g r a t i o n ( 1 9 7 6 - 8 1 ) was a l s o h i g h e s t i n Gampaha 

D i s t r i c t f o l l o w e d by A n u r a d h a p u r a , P o l o n n a r u w a , and Colombo D i s t r i c t s . 

f o r t h e a n a l y s i s r e v e a l e d a h i g h e r v o l u m e o f l i f e t i m e n e t - m i g r a t i o n t o 

NCP t h a n t o Colombo R e g i o n . However e s t i m a t e s o f r e c e n t m i g r a t i o n 

( 1 9 7 6 - 8 1 ) show t h e o p p o s i t e p a t t e r n . T h e r e f o r e o n e o f t h e major 

c o n c l u s i o n s w o u l d be t h e n e w - f o u n d a t t r a c t i o n f o r m i g r a n t s o f Colombo 

R e g i o n . T h i s may n o t be d e s i r a b l e b e c a u s e Colombo R e g i o n a l r e a d y h a s 

t h e h i g h e s t c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e c o u n t r y and t h i s 

s i t u a t i o n c o u l d f u r t h e r i n c r e a s e t h e m a l d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

E x a m i n i n g t h e m i g r a t i o n t r e n d s ( 1 9 6 6 - 7 1 , 1 9 7 6 - 8 1 ) i n NCP and 

Colombo R e g i o n , an i n c r e a s i n g t r e n d of i n - m i g r a n t s f o r b o t h t h e a r e a s 

was f o u n d . H o w e v e r , o u t - m i g r a t i o n was found t o be a c c e l e r a t i n g more 

f rom NCP t h a n from Colombo R e g i o n . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t 

t h o u g h o u t - m i g r a t i o n was i n c r e a s i n g more r a p i d l y i n NCP, t h e 

p e r c e n t a g e i n c r e a s e of n e t - m i g r a n t s i n t h e p e r i o d o f 1 9 6 6 - 7 1 t o 

1 9 7 6 - 8 1 of NCP was c o n s i d e r a b l y h i g h e r t h a n Colombo R e g i o n . The main 

l o c a l i t i e s — p r o v i n c e s o r r e g i o n s — 
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r e a s o n f o r t h i s a t t r a c t i o n was t h e Mahawe l i p r o g r a m . 

M i g r a n t t u r n o v e r , w h i c h i s t h e sum of i n - m i g r a n t s and 

o u t - m i g r a n t s m e a s u r e d by u s i n g b o t h l i f e t i m e and r e c e n t m i g r a t i o n 

( 1 9 7 6 - 8 1 ) , was t w i c e a s h i g h i n Colombo R e g i o n t h a n i n NCP. H o w e v e r , 

a s e p a r a t e " m i g r a t i o n e f f e c t i v e n e s s r a t i o " computed f o r b o t h a r e a s and 

was g r e a t e r f o r NCP. T h e r e f o r e NCP was f o u n d t o h a v e b e e n more 

c a p a b l e of r e t a i n i n g m i g r a n t s t h a n Colombo R e g i o n . However i n 

a b s o l u t e t e r m s Colombo R e g i o n ' s n e t - g a i n ( 1 9 7 6 - 8 1 ) was more v o l u m i n o u s 

t h a n t h a t of t h e f o r m e r . The q u e s t i o n r e m a i n s a s t o w h i c h a r e a was 

t h e most a t t r a c t i v e t o m i g r a n t s . 

The h i g h e s t p r o p o r t i o n o f i n - m i g r a n t s i n b o t h p e r i o d s ( 1 9 6 6 - 7 1 , 

1 9 7 6 - 8 1 ) t o NCP o r i g i n a t e d from C e n t r a l P r o v i n c e , an a r e a w h e r e t h e 

l i m i t e d a v a i l a b i l i t y of l a n d f o r p e a s a n t a g r i c u l t u r e o p e r a t e s a s a 

f a c t o r p r o m o t i n g o u t - m i g r a t i o n . A m a j o r i t y of Colombo R e g i o n ' s 

i n - m i g r a n t s o r i g i n a t e d from S o u t h e r n , C e n t r a l and Sabaragamuwa 

P r o v i n c e s . P o p u l a t i o n t r a n s f e r s b e t w e e n t h e two mos t p o p u l a r 

m i g r a t i o n d e s t i n a t i o n s of t h e c o u n t r y , NCP and Colombo R e g i o n , showed 

a n e t g a i n t o t h e f o r m e r f o r b o t h p e r i o d s u n d e r e x a m i n a t i o n . 

I n - and o u t - m i g r a t i o n t r e n d s i n 1 9 7 6 - 8 1 o f NCP and Colombo R e g i o n 

i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e h i g h e s t c o n c e n t r a t i o n of m o v e r s was i n t h e y e a r 

i m m e d i a t e l y p r e c e d i n g t h e 1981 c e n s u s . A n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t f i n d i n g o f 

t h e s t u d y i s a s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h e r number of l i f e t i m e r e t u r n m i g r a n t s 

i n Colombo R e g i o n t h a n NCP. However t h e s e two f i n d i n g s s h o u l d n o t be 

g i v e n t o o much w e i g h t b e c a u s e of t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of e r r o r s i n t h e 

d a t a . 
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The s t u d y i n d i c a t e d a s t r o n g r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n m i g r a t i o n and 

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s s u c h a s a g e , s e x , m a r i t a l s t a t u s , 

e d u c a t i o n and l a b o u r f o r c e p a r t i c i p a t i o n . The c e n s u s d a t a make 

p o s s i b l e an a n a l y s i s o f t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of t h e m i g r a n t s o n l y a f t e r 

m i g r a t i o n t a k e s p l a c e , t h e r e f o r e t h e a n a l y s i s o f t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

o f m i g r a n t s ( 1 9 7 6 - 8 1 ) and d i f f e r e n c e s w i t h n o n - m i g r a n t s was l i m i t e d t o 

t h e p l a c e o f d e s t i n a t i o n . 

A m a j o r i t y of t h e i n - m i g r a n t s of NCP and Colombo R e g i o n w e r e 

m a l e s and c o n c e n t r a t e d i n t h e w o r k i n g a g e g r o u p s . A h i g h e r p r o p o r t i o n 

o f c h i l d r e n i n t h e m i g r a t i o n s t r e a m t o NCP i n d i c a t e s t h e movement o f 

f a m i l i e s t o t h a t p r o v i n c e where l a n d s e t t l e m e n t and c o l o n i z a t i o n 

p r o g r a m s were more common. 

A m a j o r i t y of m a l e i n - m i g r a n t s of NCP and Colombo R e g i o n ( 1 5 

y e a r s of age and o v e r ) w e r e n e v e r m a r r i e d w h i l e among i n - m i g r a n t 

f e m a l e s t h i s was t r u e o n l y i n Colombo R e g i o n . The main c o n c l u s i o n o f 

t h e m a r i t a l s t a t u s a n a l y s i s was t h a t m a r r i a g e o c c u r s e a r l i e r i n NCP 

t h a n i n Colombo R e g i o n , and a l s o t h e f e m a l e i n - m i g r a n t s o f NCP w e r e 

more l i k e l y t o be m a r r i e d t h a n were t h e n o n - m o v e r s . The s t u d y 

i n d i c a t e s t h a t h i g h e r l e v e l s of e d u c a t i o n w e r e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

m i g r a t i o n i n b o t h NCP and Colombo R e g i o n . 

H i g h e r p r o p o r t i o n s of i n - m i g r a n t s t o NCP and Colombo R e g i o n of 

b o t h s e x e s ( e x c e p t f e m a l e s i n NCP) w e r e found t o be e m p l o y e d compared 

w i t h t h e n o n - m o v e r s . I n g e n e r a l , c r u d e and s t a n d a r d i z e d l a b o u r f o r c e 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n r a t e s w e r e a l s o h i g h e r among t h e i n - m i g r a n t s . Crude 

a c t i v i t y r a t e s of y o u n g e r age g r o u p s ( 1 5 - 2 9 ) o f NCP and Colombo R e g i o n 

c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e t h i s d i f f e r e n c e . 



P a g e 98 

H i g h e r unemployment r a t e s f o r b o t h s e x e s o f i n - m i g r a n t s i n NCP 

may h a v e some r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h t h e i n c r e a s i n g t r e n d o f o u t - m i g r a t i o n 

f r o m t h e p r o v i n c e . S i n c e unemployment was h i g h e r among t h e 

i n - m i g r a n t s i n NCP, e x p e c t e d f u t u r e m o v e r s t o t h e p r o v i n c e may a l s o 

h a v e more d i f f i c u l t y i n f i n d i n g e m p l o y i n g ^ t h e r e . T h i s s i t u a t i o n may 

l e a d t o h e a v y o u t - m i g r a t i o n from NCP i n f u t u r e and t h e r e f o r e c o u l d 

d e s t r o y t h e main e f f o r t s of t h e Mahawe l i p r o g r a m . 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h e s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h e r c o n t r i b u t i o n 

o f m i g r a n t s t o t h e f u t u r e p o p u l a t i o n of NCP. The e x p e c t e d f u t u r e 

p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h r a t e of NCP i s e x p e c t e d t o d e c l i n e o v e r t i m e , 

h o w e v e r t h e a b s o l u t e numbers would d o u b l e j u s t b e f o r e t h e n e x t 2 0 - y e a r 

p e r i o d . W i t h i n t h e p r o j e c t i o n p e r i o d of 1 9 8 1 - 2 0 0 1 , t h e l a b o u r f o r c e 

o f t h e p r o v i n c e i s e x p e c t e d t o i n c r e a s e a t a f a s t e r r a t e t h a n t h e 

t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n b e c a u s e of t h e age s t r u c t u r e of t h e n e t - m i g r a n t s . 

In summary, t h e two l e a d i n g d e v e l o p m e n t programs o f t h e c o u n t r y , 

t h e Mahawel i and t h e GCEC, a p p e a r t o have had s i g n i f i c a n t i m p a c t s on 

p o p u l a t i o n r e d i s t r i b u t i o n . But i t i s e v i d e n t t h a t t h e c u r r e n t 

p o p u l a t i o n r e d i s t r i b u t i o n p a t t e r n s a r e n o t s u f f i c i e n t t o a c h i e v e a t 

l e a s t a m o d e r a t e l y e v e n d i s t r i b u t i o n of S r i L a n k a ' s p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e 

f o r e s e e a b l e f u t u r e . P o p u l a t i o n r e d i s t r i b u t i o n p o l i c i e s and n a t i o n a l 

d e v e l o p m e n t p o l i c i e s s h o u l d be i n t e g r a t e d t o w a r d s s u c h an e f f o r t i n 

t h e i n i t i a l s t a g e s of p l a n n i n g . N e v e r t h e l e s s s u c h p o l i c i e s w i l l n o t 

be e a s y t o f o r m u l a t e w i t h o u t i n - d e p t h i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e d e t e r m i n a n t s 

and c o n s e q u e n c e s of m i g r a t i o n w i t h s p e c i a l r e f e r e n c e t o i t s e c o n o m i c 

a s p e c t s . 



P a g e 99 

6 . 3 Some S u g g e s t i o n s f o r F u r t h e r R e s e a r c h 
? ' . 

~< 

The i n t e r e l a t i o n s h i p s b e t w e e n n a t i o n a l d e v e l o p m e n t p r o g r a m s and 

m i g r a t i o n a r e c o m p l e x . The p r e s e n t s t u d y a t t e m p t e d t o e x a m i n e t h e s e 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s , b u t was h a n d i c a p p e d by i n a d e q u a t e d a t a from p o p u l a t i o n 

c e n s u s e s and o t h e r s o u r c e s . However f u r t h e r i n - d e p t h r e s e a r c h s h o u l d 

be c a r r i e d o u t on t h e r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n n a t i o n a l d e v e l o p m e n t programs 

and p o p u l a t i o n r e d i s t r i b u t i o n b e c a u s e t h e l e a d i n g d e v e l o p m e n t programs 

a r e l a r g e e n o u g h t o r e d i s t r i b u t e S r i L a n k a ' s p o p u l a t i o n . The q u e s t i o n 

r e m a i n s , h o w e v e r , a s t o w h e t h e r or n o t t h i s r e d i s t r i b u t i o n w i l l be i n 

t h e a p p r o p r i a t e d i r e c t i o n s . 

The Mahawe l i a r e a (NCP) w i l l be i m p o r t a n t b e c a u s e i n t h e r e c e n t 

p a s t t h e e s t i m a t e d o u t - m i g r a t i o n t r e n d s from t h i s r e g i o n h a v e 

i n c r e a s e d c o n s i d e r a b l y . The f a c t o r s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h i s 

o u t - m i g r a t i o n c o u l d be d e t e r m i n e d t h r o u g h i n - d e p t h s t u d i e s . T h i s w i l l 

be i m p o r t a n t f o r p o l i c y makers b e c a u s e t h e g o v e r n m e n t had a t t e m p t e d t o 

r e t a i n p e a s a n t s i n r u r a l a r e a s t h r o u g h r e g i o n a l d e v e l o p m e n t p r o g r a m s 

s u c h a s t h e M a h a w e l i . Data c o l l e c t i o n f o r s u c h s t u d i e s s h o u l d n o t be 

r e s t r i c t e d t o t h e m i g r a t i o n d e s t i n a t i o n a r e a s but a l s o s h o u l d i n c l u d e 

t h e n o n - m i g r a n t s a t major a r e a s of o r i g i n and d e s t i n a t i o n . I n t e r m s 

o f m e t h o d o l o g y , a c o m b i n a t i o n of p a r t i c i p a n t o b s e r v a t i o n and 

s e m i - s t r u c t u r e d i n t e r v i e w s would be v a l u a b l e . 
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I n a l l t h e r e a r e many t o p i c s t o s t u d y r e g a r d i n g i n t e r n a l 

m i g r a t i o n and r e d i s t r i b u t i o n i n S r i Lanka: 

( 1 ) M i g r a t i o n t r e n d s and p a t t e r n s ( r u r a l - r u r a l , r u r a l - u r b a n , and 

u r b a n - r u r a l ) w i t h s p e c i a l r e f e r e n c e t o t h e i r d e t e r m i n a n t s and 

c o n s e q u e n c e s . 

( 2 ) C o n t r i b u t i o n of u r b a n - r u r a l m i g r a t i o n i n r e l a t i o n t o r e c e n t 

d e c l i n e s i n u r b a n i z a t i o n i n S r i L a n k a . 

( 3 ) I n t e r n a l m i g r a t i o n and r u r a l d e v e l o p m e n t i n S r i L a n k a . 

( 4 ) M i g r a t i o n d e c i s i o n m a k i n g . 

T h e s e r e s e a r c h a s p e c t s of i n t e r n a l m i g r a t i o n and r e d i s t r i b u t i o n 

s h o u l d be a n a l y s e d u s i n g s a m p l e s u r v e y s t o s u p p l e m e n t c e n s u s - b a s e d 

i n f o r m a t i o n . Such s u r v e y s can c o l l e c t more i n - d e p t h i n f o r m a t i o n and 

a l s o t r y t o a s s e s s t h o s e t y p e s of movements t h a t a r e n o t c a p t u r e d by 

t h e p o p u l a t i o n c e n s u s e s . However c e n s u s i n f o r m a t i o n on i n t e r n a l 

m i g r a t i o n s h o u l d be u t i l i z e d b e c a u s e i t p r o v i d e s a b e t t e r f ramework 

f o r i n - d e p t h a n a l y s i s and a l s o p r o v i d e s t h e t o t a l n a t i o n a l p i c t u r e t o 

e x p l a i n u n d e r s t a n d t h e d i r e c t i o n s o f i n t e r n a l m i g r a t i o n and 

r e d i s t r i b u t i o n . 



P a g e 101 

REFERENCES 

ABEYSEKERA,D. 
1979 D e t e r m i n a n t s and C o n s e q u e n c e s o f I n t e r n a l 

M i g r a t i o n : The R u r a l Wet Zone t o R u r a l Dry Zone 
S t r e a m i n S r i L a n k a , P h . D . T h e s i s , D e p a r t m e n t 
o f S o c i o l o g y , Brown U n i v e r s i t y . 

1980 U r b a n i z a t i o n and t h e Growth o f S m a l l Towns i n 
S r i L a n k a , 1 9 0 1 - 7 1 , P a p e r s o f t h e E a s t - W e s t 
P o p u l a t i o n I n s t i t u t e , N o . 6 7 , H o n o l u l u : E a s t - W e s t 
C e n t e r . 

1981 R e g i o n a l P a t t e r n s of I n t e r c e n s a l and L i f e t i m e 
M i g r a t i o n i n S r i L a n k a , P a p e r s o f t h e E a s t - W e s t 
P o p u l a t i o n I n s t i t u t e , N o . 7 5 , H o n o l u l u : E a s t - W e s t 
C e n t e r . 

ABHAYARATNE,0.E.R. and C.H.S.JAYEWARDENE 
1965 ' I n t e r n a l M i g r a t i o n i n C e y l o n ' , The C e y l o n 

J o u r n a l of H i s t o r i c a l and S o c i a l S t u d i e s , 
V o l . 8 : 6 8 - 9 0 . 

BOGUE.D.J. 
1959 The P o p u l a t i o n of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , 

G l e n c o e ( I l l i n o i s ) : The F r e e P r e s s o f G l e n c o e . 

B0SE,A . 
1965 ' I n t e r n a l M i g r a t i o n i n I n d i a , P a k i s t a n and C e y l o n ' , 

i n World P o p u l a t i o n C o n f e r e n c e , 
G e n e v a : U n i t e d N a t i o n s : 4 8 3 - 4 8 6 . 

BROWNING,H.L. 
1971 ' M i g r a n t S e l e c t i v i t y and Growth o f L a r g e C i t i e s i n 

D e v e l o p i n g S o c i e t i e s ' , Rapid P o p u l a t i o n G r o w t h : 
C o n s e q u e n c e s and P o l i c y I m p l i c a t i o n s , 
R . R e v e l l e e t a l . ( e d s ) , B a l t i m o r e : J o h n s H o p k i n s 
P r e s s : 2 7 3 - 3 1 4 . 

CALDWELL,J.C. 
1969 A f r i c a n R u r a l - U r b a n M i g r a t i o n , 

C a n b e r r a : A u s t r a l i a n N a t i o n a l U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s . 

CENTRAL BANK OF CEYLON 
1981 R e v i e w o f t h e Economy, C o l o m b o . 

1982 R e v i e w o f t h e Economy, C o l o m b o . 



P a g e 102 

DAVANZ0,J. and P.A.MORRISON 
1978 Dynamics of R e t u r n M i g r a t i o n : D e s c r i p t i v e 
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.:GRATUW/5 

I n t h e mos t r e c e n t p e r i o d 1 9 7 6 - 8 1 , t h e p o p u l a t i o n t r a n s f e r w h i c h 

t o o k p l a c e b e t w e e n NCP and Colombo R e g i o n r e s u l t e d i n a n e t g a i n of 

7 9 2 p e r s o n s by NCP. T h i s i s more t h a n t w i c e a s h i g h a s i n 1 9 6 6 - 7 1 . 

I n t e r e s t i n g l y i n - m i g r a n t s t o NCP from t h e Colombo R e g i o n a l s o 

i n c r e a s e d by more t h a n 50 p e r c e n t . NCP s e n t more or l e s s t h e same 

number of o u t - m i g r a n t s t o Colombo R e g i o n i n b o t h p e r i o d s . T h i s 

i l l u s t r a t i o n i m p l i e s t h a t t h o u g h Colombo i s t h e most u r b a n i z e d and 

d e v e l o p e d r e g i o n of t h e c o u n t r y i t was n o t a v e r y p o p u l a r d e s t i n a t i o n 

f o r m i g r a n t s compared w i t h NCP. 

3 . 3 Urban v s R u r a l D e s t i n a t i o n 

T h e r e i s no i n f o r m a t i o n a s t o w h e t h e r m i g r a n t s t o NCP and Colombo 

R e g i o n came from u r b a n or r u r a l a r e a s . C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e a n a l y s i s o f 

m i g r a t i o n p a t t e r n s t o t h e s e two a r e a s i s l i m i t e d o n l y t o t h e urban and 

r u r a l a r e a s of d e s t i n a t i o n . 

I n t h e 1981 p o p u l a t i o n c e n s u s urban a r e a s w e r e d e f i n e d t o i n c l u d e 

a l l m u n i c i p a l i t i e s , urban c o u n c i l s and town c o u n c i l s . Thus a l l 

v i l l a g e c o u n c i l s a r e d e f i n e d a s r u r a l " . A U n i t e d N a t i o n s ( 1 9 8 0 b : 1 3 ) 

r e p o r t commented t h a t t h e d e s i g n a t i o n of any a r e a a s an urban l o c a l i t y 

i n S r i Lanka i s " b a s i c a l l y a p o l i t i c o - a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e f i n i t i o n and 

d o e s n o t t a k e t h e s i z e of t h e p o p u l a t i o n or any o t h e r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n " . Most w r i t e r s c o n s i d e r t h a t t h e r e a r e no d e f i n i t e 

g u i d e l i n e s f o r t h e M i n i s t r y of L o c a l Government t o f o l l o w i n making 

c h a n g e s i n r u r a l - u r b a n c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . However a s J o n e s and 

S e l v a r a t n a m ( 1 9 7 0 : 2 0 0 ) s t a t e d , " A c c o r d i n g t o t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f Town 

and C o u n t r y P l a n n i n g , m i n i s t e r i a l d i s c r e t i o n i n t h e c r e a t i o n o f new 

town c o u n c i l s , i n t h e a b s e n c e of s u c h c r i t e r i a , s e e m s t o be b a s e d on 

8 2 3 7 0 
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APPENDIX A.1 

NET INTERNAL MIGRATION BY DISTRICT ( 1 9 7 1 - 8 1 ) 

D i s t r i c t 1971 P o p u l a t i o n 1981 Enumerated 
Populat ion 

(Po ) ( P i ) 

Mid year 
population 

N e t - m i g r a t i o n 
( 197 1- 1981 ) 

Pi - ( P 0 + B-D) 

Rate of Net 
M i g r a t i o n 

C o l o m b o 2 , 672 ,265 

K a l u t a r a 729,514 

Kandy 1,096,737 

M a t a l e 3 14,841 

Nuwara Eliya 450,278 

Galle 

Ma ta ra 

H a m b a n t o ta 

J a f f n a 

Mannar 

V a v u n i y a 

B a t t i c a l o a 

Ampa r a i 

735,173 

586,443 

340,254 

70 1,603 

77,780 

95,243 

256,72 1 

272,605 

T r i n c o m a l e e 188,245 

K u r u n e g a l a 1,025,633 

Puttalam 378,430 

A n u r a d h a p u r a 388,770 

P o l o n n a r u w a 163,653 

Badulla 615,405 

M o n e r a g a l a 193 ,020 

Ratnapura 661,344 

Kegalle 654,752 

3,087,812 

827,189 

1,126,296 

357,44 1 

522,2 19 

8 14,579 

644,23 1 

424,102 

838,409 

112,593 

160,466 

330,899 

388,786 

256,790 

1,212,755 

493,344 

587,822 

262,753 

642,893 

279,743 

796,468 

682,411 

2,880 ,039 

778,352 

1,111,517 

33,141 

486,249 

774,876 

615,337 

382,178 

770,006 

95,187 

127,855 

293 ,8 10 

330,696 

222,518 

1,119,194 

435,887 

488,296 

2 13,203 

629,149 

236,382 

728 ,906 

668,582 

- 5 1,694 

- 32,913 

-196,166 

- 31,617 

4,662 

- 46,492 

- 69,000 

+ 608 

- 30,376 

+ 11,138 

+ 32,187 

5,618 

+ 48,854 

+ 2,249 

24,317 

+ 13,346 

+ 70,223 

+ 52,762 

- 100,508 

+ 20,457 

20,599 

76,464 

- 1.8 

- 4.2 

-17 ;6 

- 9.4 

- 1.0 

- 6.0 

-11.2 

+ 0.2 

- 3.9 

+ 11.7 

+ 25.2 

- 1.9 

+ 14.8 

+ 1.0 

- 2.2 

+ 3.1 

+ 14.4 

+ 24.7 

-16.0 

+ 8.7 

- 2.8 

-11.4 

Note : * Figures are given according to the district boundaries before the delimination 

in 1978 

S o u r c e : Department of Census and S t a t i s t i c s , (1983a: 4 3 ) . 
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Q U E S T I O N S O N I N T E R N A L M I G R A T I O N - E X T R A C T E D F R O M 1 9 8 1 
P O P U L A T I O N A N D H O U S I N G S C H E D U L E ( S A M P L E ) 

P 2 4 — P l a c e o f Bi r t h 

91—Born in this district 91--Born in this Dist. 
If any other place then state the 
District/Country and enter its code. 

District/country. 

P 25—PL A C E OF USUAL RESIDENCE 9 1 - -This T/V. 

91— T h i s Town/Vi l lage 
9 2 - -This Dist. 

92— O u t s i d e this Town/Vi l lage but within 
the district 

If another district/country state the dis 'District/country. 
trict/country and enter its code . 

P 26—PE R I O D OF STAY IN THE TOWN OR V ILLAGE OF 
USUAL RESIDENCE 91-—Since birth 

(End interview) 
Enter the number o f years ignoring fractions. 
If less than one year e n t e r ' 00 \ If l iving since 
birth circle 91 and end interview Years 

•zo to 
P27. 

P 2 7 — D i s t r i c t o f Previous Residence 

(Immediately before coming to live in this 
Town/Vi l lage) If previous residence was 
also in the same district circle 91, Other
wise write the district/country and enter its 
code . 

9 1 — S a m e District. P 2 7 — D i s t r i c t o f Previous Residence 

(Immediately before coming to live in this 
Town/Vi l lage) If previous residence was 
also in the same district circle 91, Other
wise write the district/country and enter its 
code . 

District /Country. 

P 2 7 — D i s t r i c t o f Previous Residence 

(Immediately before coming to live in this 
Town/Vi l lage) If previous residence was 
also in the same district circle 91, Other
wise write the district/country and enter its 
code . 

S o u r c e : P o p u l a t i o n and H o u s i n g S c h e d u l e ( S a m p l e ) , 
Form F 10. 
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APPENDIX B.1 

AGE STRUCTURE OP MIGRANTS, NON-MIGRANTS (1976-81) OF NCP AND COLOMBO REGION AND TOTAL POPULATION OF SRI LANK* 

North Central Province Colombo Region Sri Lanka 
Populatior 

Age In-migrants » Out-migrants » Non-migrants * In-migrants % O u t - m i g r a n t s % N o n - m i g r a n t s * 1981 

• 

•r 

MALE 

0-4 308 3 . 7 130 4 . 9 5228 8 1 33 1 2 1 425 4.8 14,084 5 5 6 4 

5-9 264 3 .2 164 6 . 2 4522 7 0 349 2 3 443 5.0 13,731 5 4 5 8 

10-14 361 4 . 3 199 7 .6 409 1 6 3 708 4 6 453 5 . 1 13,909 5 5 5 8 

15-19 739 8 .8 164 6 . 2 3704 5 7 1260 8 2 566 6.3 13,700 5 4 5 5 

20-24 1040 12 .4 157 6 . 0 3332 5 2 1942 12 6 64 1 7.2 12,724 5 0 5 1 

25-29 862 10 .3 154 5 .9 2861 4 4 1527 9 9 658 7.4 11,014 4 4 4 3 

30-34 569 6 .8 123 4 . 7 2356 3 7 996 6 5 537 6 . 0 10,184 4 0 3 8 

35-39 358 4 . 3 85 3 . 2 1514 2 3 583 3 8 384 4 . 3 7,731 3 0 2 8 

40-44 263 3 . 1 7 1 2 .7 1394 2 2 387 2 5 257 2.9 6,710 2 6 2 4 

45-49 199 2 . 4 50 1 .9 1 ,200 1 9 242 1 6 192 2 . 1 5,646 2 2 2 1 

50-54 132 1 .6 22 0 . 8 1 ,085 1 7 187 1 2 162 1 .8 5,395 2 1 1 9 

55-59 102 1 . 2 27 1 . 0 810 1 3 139 0 9 126 1 .4 4,436 1 7 1 5 

60-64 85 1 . 0 8 0 . 3 6 1 3 0 9 123 0 8 1 16 1 . 3 3,631 1 4 1 2 

65 + 106 1 . 3 19 0 . 7 1,027 1 6 164 1 1 154 1 . 7 6 , 69 1 2 6 2 3 

FEMALES 

0-4 3 14 3 . 8 140 5 . 3 5,207 8 1 30 1 1 9 417 4 . 7 13,537 5 3 6 1 

5-9 276 3 . 3 177 6 . 7 4.222 6 5 343 2 2 4 1 3 4 . 6 13,029 5 1 5 6 

10-14 234 2 . 8 152 5 . 8 3,818 5 9 540 3 5 396 4 . 4 13,624 5 4 5 6 

15-19 370 4 . 4 182 6 . 9 3 , 580 5 5 888 5 8 355 4 . 0 13,207 5 2 5 3 

20-24 563 6 . 7 20 1 7 . 6 3,198 5 0 1 , 3B2 9 0 493 5.5 12,017 4 7 5 1 

25-29 434 5 . 2 143 5 . 4 2 ,645 4 1 1,102 7 1 543 6 . 1 10 , 288 4 2 4 3 

30-34 276 3 . 3 99 3 . 8 2,012 3 1 668 4 3 416 4 . 7 9,763 3 9 3 7 

35-39 140 1 . 7 60 2 . 3 1 ,450 2 2 324 2 1 247 2 . 8 7,532 3 0 2 8 

40-44 88 1 . 0 33 1 . 3 1,212 1 9 204 1 3 137 1 . 5 6,111 2 4 2 3 

45-49 70 0 . 8 2 1 0 . 8 1,129 1 7 145 0 9 92 1 . 0 5,532 2 2 2 0 

50-54 63 0 . 8 19 0 . 7 80 1 1 2 163 1 1 98 1 . 1 5,193 2 0 1 7 

55-59 37 0 .4 1 1 0 . 4 537 0 8 116 0 7 S9 0 .7 4 ,238 1 7 1 4 

60-64 33 0 . 4 7 0 . 3 363 0 6 101 0 6 43 0 . 5 3,432 1 3 1 1 

65 + 72 0 .9 13 0 . 5 649 1 0 210 1 4 104 1 . 2 6 ,748 2 7 2 0 

Tota 1 8,358 100 . 0 2,631 100 . 0 64,562 100 0 15,425 100 0 8,927 100.0 253,842 100 0 100 0 

J 0 2 4 .6 13 .6 7 2 27 4 13.4 3 9 

Note : I c = Index of D i s s i m i l a r i t y . 

Sources Derived from 10 percent sample tapes of 1981 c e n s u s . 
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APPENDIX B . 2 

PROPORTION OF NEVER MARRIED OF IN-MIGRANTS AND NON-MIGRANTS 
OF NCP AND COLOMBO REGION BY AGE AND SEX, 1 9 7 6 - 8 1 

Age N o r t h C e n t r a l P r o v i n c e Colombo R e g i o n 

I n - N o n - I n - Non-
M i g r a n t s M i g r a n t s M i g r a n t s M i g r a n t s 

M F M F M F M F 

1 5 - 1 9 . 9 9 1 . 6 5 8 . 9 9 0 . 8 4 7 . 9 9 3 . 8 8 6 . 9 9 1 . 9 2 8 
2 0 - 2 4 . 8 4 0 . 3 0 2 . 7 6 3 . 3 9 3 . 9 2 0 . 6 5 8 . 8 6 9 . 6 3 3 
2 5 - 2 9 . 5 9 9 . 2 1 4 . 3 3 4 . 1 5 9 . 7 2 0 . 4 6 3 . 5 8 4 . 3 6 9 
3 0 - 3 4 . 3 3 9 . 1 4 1 . 1 5 8 . 0 7 3 . 3 6 1 . 2 8 0 . 3 1 0 . 1 8 3 
3 5 - 3 9 . 1 6 8 . 0 7 1 . 0 8 8 . 0 3 2 . 2 0 1 . 2 4 1 . 1 5 9 . 1 0 4 
4 0 - 4 4 . 1 3 7 . 0 6 8 . 0 6 6 . 0 2 0 . 1 7 6 . 1 6 2 . 1 0 9 . 0 7 5 
4 5 - 4 9 . 0 7 5 . 0 1 4 . 0 4 5 . 0 1 4 . 1 4 5 . 0 7 6 . 0 9 1 . 0 6 0 

1 5 - 4 9 . 6 0 2 . 2 9 0 . 4 7 8 . 3 2 5 . 6 8 0 . 5 3 5 . 5 4 2 . 4 1 9 

Number 4 0 3 0 1941 16361 15226 6937 4 7 1 3 6 7 7 0 9 6 4 4 5 0 

o u r c e : D e r i v e d from 10 p e r c e n t s a m p l e t a p e s of 1981 c e n s u s 
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APPENDIX C . l 

ASSUMPTIONS USED FOR PROJECTION OF POPULATION OF NCP, 
1 9 8 1 - 2 0 0 1 

Components 

P e r i o d 

1 9 8 1 - 8 6 1 9 8 6 - 9 1 1 9 9 1 - 9 6 1 9 9 6 - 2 0 0 1 

T o t a l F e r t i l i t y r a t e 

E x p e c t a t i o n of L i f e 
a t B i r t h 

F e m a l e 
Male 

N e t - m i g r a n t s f o r 
F i v e Year P e r i o d s 
( i n t h o u s a n d s ) 

F e m a l e 
Male 

3 . 9 

6 9 . 1 
6 5 . 7 

1 9 . 5 
4 2 . 5 

3 . 7 

7 0 . 7 
6 8 . 2 

2 7 . 5 
5 2 . 0 

3 . 4 

7 1 . 6 
6 9 . 0 

3 7 . 5 
6 6 . 5 

3 . 1 

7 2 . 4 
6 9 . 6 

4 7 . 0 
7 8 . 5 

N o t e : Ten p e r c e n t s a m p l e e s t i m a t e s of n e t - m i g r a n t s of NCP o f 
1 9 7 6 - 8 1 i n f l a t e d t o t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n . 
C o a l e and Demeny w e s t model l i f e t a b l e s w e r e u s e d . 
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FERTILITY AND MORTALITY INDICATORS OF NCP 

Year Crude Birth Total Infant Crude Expectation of 
Rate Fertility Mortality Death Life at Birth 

Rate Rate Rate Male Female 

1971 34.0 
1972 35.8 
1973 34.2 
1974 33.8 
1975 34.6 
1976 35.4 
1977 35.9 
1978 37.2 
1979 37.2 
1980 37.6 
1981 36.2 

5.2 

4.1 

37.6 5.5 
35.4 5.5 
33.7 5.6 
33.5 5.7 
34.6 6.5 
32.8 5.9 
33.7 6.4 
21.2 5.4 
20.2 5.4 

4.9 
4.8 

65.7 68.7 

66.5 69.9 

Note: * Estimated by using 1981 total births and female 
population in age groups 15-19 to 45-49, 
distribute the total births of 1981 among female 
age groups using the pattern observed in 1971. 

Source: Derived from reports of census and statistics 
and vital statistics. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF NET-MIGRANTS BY AGE, 1 9 7 6 - 8 1 , AND 
LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATES OF NCP, 1981 

Age s t r u c t u r e of Labour F o r c e 
N e t - m i g r a n t s (%) P a r t i c i p a t i o n (%) 

Age Male F e m a l e Male F e m a l e 

0 - 4 4 . 4 1 0 . 2 
5 - 9 2 . 5 5 . 8 

1 0 - 1 4 4 . 0 4 . 8 4 . 8 1 . 4 
1 5 - 1 9 1 4 . 3 1 1 . 0 4 5 . 3 1 2 . 5 
2 0 - 2 4 2 2 . 0 2 1 . 1 8 3 . 1 2 4 . 5 
2 5 - 2 9 1 7 . 6 1 7 . 0 9 3 . 1 2 6 . 0 
3 0 - 3 4 1 1 . 2 1 0 . 3 9 6 . 5 2 5 . 8 
3 5 - 3 9 6 . 8 4 . 7 9 6 . 9 2 5 . 2 
4 0 - 4 4 4 . 8 3 . 2 9 6 . 5 2 5 . 9 
4 5 - 4 9 3 . 7 2 . 9 9 5 . 2 2 7 . 9 
5 0 - 5 4 2 . 7 2 . 6 9 4 . 4 2 6 . 8 
5 5 - 5 9 1 . 9 1 . 5 8 8 . 6 2 3 . 3 
6 0 - 6 4 1 . 9 1 . 5 8 0 . 6 1 7 . 4 
65+ 2 . 2 3 . 4 5 9 . 3 1 1 . 8 

T o t a l 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 

N o t e : Labour f o r c e p a r t i c i p a t i o n r a t e s d e r i v e d 
from t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n o f NCP o f 
S r i L a n k a . 

S o u r c e : D e r i v e d from 10 p e r c e n t s a m p l e t a p e s of 
1981 C e n s u s . 
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LATION PROJECTION OF NCP, 1 9 8 1 - 2 0 0 1 
i d y e a r p o p u l a t i o n i n t h o u s a n d s ) 
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AGE 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 

FEMALES 

0 - 4 6 3 . 5 6 7 . 2 7 9 . 0 8 7 . 4 9 4 . 9 
5 - 9 5 1 . 7 6 4 . 7 6 9 . 1 8 1 . 7 9 0 . 9 

1 0 - 1 4 4 6 . 3 5 2 . 6 6 6 . 0 7 0 . 9 8 4 . 1 
1 5 - 1 9 4 6 . 3 4 7 . 7 5 4 . 6 6 8 . 8 7 4 . 5 
2 0 - 2 4 4 4 . 7 4 9 . 2 5 1 . 9 6 0 . 4 7 6 . 1 
2 5 - 2 9 3 6 . 1 4 8 . 1 5 4 . 2 5 8 . 8 6 9 . 1 
3 0 - 3 4 2 6 . 7 3 8 . 5 5 1 . 5 5 8 . 9 6 4 . 9 
3 5 - 3 9 1 8 . 0 2 7 . 9 4 0 . 2 5 4 . 0 6 2 . 0 
4 0 - 4 4 1 5 . 3 1 8 . 5 2 8 . 7 4 1 . 3 5 5 . 3 
4 5 - 4 9 1 3 . 7 1 5 . 6 1 9 . 1 2 9 . 3 4 2 . 1 
5 0 - 5 4 1 0 . 2 1 3 . 9 1 6 . 0 1 9 . 6 3 0 . 0 
5 5 - 5 9 6 . 7 1 0 . 2 1 3 . 9 1 6 . 1 1 9 . 9 
6 0 - 6 4 4 . 7 6 . 6 1 0 . 0 1 3 . 6 1 6 . 0 
6 5 - 6 9 3 . 5 4 . 7 6 . 6 9 . 9 1 3 . 5 
7 0 - 7 4 2 . 5 3 . 2 4 . 4 6 . 2 9 . 2 
75+ 2 . 5 3 . 1 4 . 0 5 . 3 7 . 4 

T o t a l 392 . 4 4 7 1 . 7 5 6 9 . 0 6 8 2 . 4 8 0 9 . 7 

MALES 

AGE 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 

0 - 4 6 4 . 1 7 0 . 0 8 2 . 1 9 0 . 7 9 8 . 2 
5 - 9 5 4 . 8 6 5 . 1 7 1 . 4 8 4 . 0 9 3 . 0 

1 0 - 1 4 5 1 . 5 5 6 . 0 6 6 . 6 7 3 . 3 8 6 . 3 
1 5 - 1 9 5 3 . 8 5 5 . 1 6 0 . 5 7 2 . 4 8 0 . 2 
2 0 - 2 4 5 4 . 3 6 1 . 0 6 4 . 1 7 2 . 2 8 6 . 2 
2 5 - 2 9 4 6 . 3 6 2 . 1 7 0 . 8 7 6 . 8 8 7 . 2 
3 0 - 3 4 3 6 . 0 5 1 . 9 6 9 . 1 7 9 . 8 8 7 . 6 
3 5 - 3 9 2 2 . 9 3 9 . 4 5 6 . 1 7 4 . 4 8 6 . 2 
4 0 - 4 4 1 9 . 7 2 5 . 0 4 1 . 8 5 9 . 2 7 8 . 1 
4 5 - 4 9 1 6 . 8 2 1 . 0 2 6 . 6 4 3 . 8 6 1 . 4 
5 0 - 5 4 1 4 . 5 1 7 . 5 2 1 . 9 2 7 . 9 4 4 . 9 
5 5 - 5 9 1 0 . 8 1 4 . 6 1 7 . 7 2 2 . 3 2 8 . 3 
6 0 - 6 4 8 . 4 1 0 . 6 1 4 . 3 1 7 . 5 2 2 . 0 
6 5 - 6 9 5 . 6 8 . 1 1 0 . 2 1 3 . 8 1 6 . 9 
7 0 - 7 4 4 . 2 4 . 9 7 . 0 8 . 9 1 2 . 0 
75+ 3 . 7 4 . 6 5 . 6 7 . 6 9 . 9 

T o t a l 4 6 7 . 4 567 . 0 6 8 5 . 9 8 2 4 . 5 9 7 8 . 2 

G. T o t a l 8 5 9 . 8 1 0 3 8 . 7 1 2 5 5 . 0 1 5 0 7 . 0 1 7 8 7 . 9 

N o t e : FIVFIV/SINSIN c o m p u t e r program was u s e d t o p r o j e c t 
t h e p o p u l a t i o n . A s s u m p t i o n s u s e d i n t h e p r o j e c t i o n c , 
w e r e f e r t i l i t y , m o r t a l i t y and n e t - m i g r a t i o n . 


