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Malignant alien excrescences erupt

From the diseased soil

Having spread insidiously

From the cancerous metropolis

Along subterranean runners,

To where idyllic existence

Once flourished:
Steel concrete towers of Babel
Vying with the powers that be........
Grim ogres
Devouring the twilight

With jagged silhouettes

They gash the passive skyline.

And carve out chunks

Of inspiriting daylight.

The contaminated atmosphere'of subtopid
Comescreeping in-
Engulfing us, already languishing
In suburbia-
On all sides;
Laden, with the dehumanishing spores
Of chilling indifference.
And infects the populace.
Congealed congeniality.
Renders soulless

The milling masses,

Scurrying willy-nilly

In cybernetic glee.
Primal terrain
Which through the epochal flux
Remained pristine,
Recoils. Premutgtes,
In shifting



Supérmatist patterns.
In shifting
Suprematist patterns.
Transmogrifies the ambience:
A regularized frenzy
Of pullulating cursors:
Life.
Is state of the art.
Utopia

We have arrived.

Ravin Guneratne



An Examination of the Concept of a “Layered City” and with special reference to the

phenomenon of the new layer called “Chalk Layer”
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Preface

Architecture as an Art and it as a means of communicating the truth about itself
and its context. The more subtle this (I:ommunicating is, the more successful will
that piece of Architecture be. The more complex the system of truths
communicated, the more successful the piece of Architecture becomes.

Often the building itself, its brief determines the truth it should communicate
and the hierarchy these truths should adopt. Historically, these truths are seen to
include the truth about the people that “use” it; the activity pattern that goes on

within it; the context it is in; and often a higher purpose it may have to perform.

Achieve of Complexity, invariably becomes quite essential in urban
Architecture since genuine responses to constraints offered by the context
reinforce continuity of building fabrics and contribute it maintain the character
of towns. At the same time built forms bearing complexity invariably add
meaningful variety to cities where it is most needed, dispelling chaos and
monotony, -

Insensitive way of designing of and within cities has not only thrown the
evolutionary process of city development askew, but has also created a
regrettable sameness among them, thus, stressing the importance of the
identification of the correlation between the character of a city and the relative
influence of the determinant factors in creating harmonious and satisfying city

environment.

Cities telling the story of its past and future. This greatest creation of man, each
city has its own character, harmony and rhythms, which result in its unique
identity. Once a cityscape is appropriately designed, it becomes a delightful

place to live in.



ﬁ\

Contents

Acknowledgement

Preface

Introduction (500words)
0.1 Topic Explanation
0.2  The need for the study
0.3  The intention of study
0.4  Scope and Limitation
0.5 Meth%fiology

Chapter One: Complexity and Contradiction in Architecture (4000 words)
1.1 Complexity versus Contradiction in Art
1.1.1 Nature in Art
1.1,2. Nature'in Meaningful art
1.1,3.. Meaningful Architecture
1.1.4 The Concept of City
1.2 Complexity versus Contradiction in City
1.2.1 The City Form
1.2.1.1 Conceptual Theories of the City Form
1.2.1.1.2 Functional Theories
1.2.1.1.2 Cosmic Theories
1.2.1.1.3 Organic Theories
1.2.1.14 Historical Theories
1.2.2  Character of a City
1.2.2.1 Components of Character of a City
1.2.2.1.1 Composition
1.2.2.1.2 Texture
12.2.13 Stance
1.2.2.2  Types of Characters of the City
1.2.3.2.1 Sacred Character
1.2.3.2.2 Dynamic Character



1.2.3.2.3 Organic Character
1.2.3.2.4 Historic Character
1.3  The Venturien’s Ethic
1.3.1 The Manifestation of Complexity and
Contradiction of the City with City Layering

Chapter Two: Architecture and Layering City (6000 words)
2.1 Architectural Expressions
1.2.1 Unity
1.2.2 Simplicity
1.2.3 Clarity
1.2.4 Continuity
1.2.5 Rhythm

1.2.6 Fagades Treatments

1.2.7 Material ,Finishes,texture and colour
2.2  Geometrical Expression

2.2.U N Building line andiskyline
7 | 2.2.2 Scale and proportion
222 Vertical and Horizontal rhythms
2.2.3 Composition of Masses

2.2.4 Roofscapes
2.3 Ingredients of a City

2.1.1 Structure
2.1.1.1  Social and Cultural
2.1.1.2  Functional
2.1.1.3  Geographical
2.1.1.4 Historical

2.1.2 Identity
2.1.2.1 Existing Fabric
2.1.2.2  Location
2.1.2.3  Built Function and Expression

2.1.3 Meaning



24

22
23
24

The Image of City
2.3.1 Physical Elements of the City Image
1. Paths
2. Edges
3. District
4. Nodes
5. Landmarks
Livability in city
Livability and Layering in City
Layering and Continuity in the City

Chapter Three: The “Chalk Layer” and its manifestation; an

3.1

3.2

33
34

examination of case studies (5000 words)

Identification of Segments of “Chalk” Layer
3.1.1 Genesis
3.1.2 Nature

3.1.2.1._Functional Aspects

3.4.2:2 ~ Soetal -and Cultural Aspects
3.1.3/WVanation and Changers
3.1.4 Forces

3.1.4.1 Colonization

3.1.42 Open Economy
The Impact of “Chalk™ Layer
3.2.1 Dying City
3.2.2 Continuation of Livability
The Morphology of the “Chalk” Layer
Case Studies of the Phenomenon of “Chalk” Layer
3.4.1 City of Colombo-(Fort Area)
3.4.1.1 Evolution of city of Colombo
3.4.1.2 The Characteristics and their urban
Manifestation
3.4.1.3 The Impact of genesis of “Chalk” Layer
3.4.1.3.1 Physical Impact
3.4.1.3.2 Visual Impact



Conclusion

Bibliography

3.4.2 Kandy City
3.4.2.1 Evolution of Kandy City
3.4.2.2 The Characteristics and their urban
Manifestation
3.4.2.3 The Impact of genesis of “Chalk” Layer
3.4.2.3.1 Physical Impact
3.4.2.3.2 Visual Impact

(500 words)



